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INTRODUCTION

I would like to beginthis sharingby borrowingaleaffrom PaulSamson’s1995 articleon
the conceptofsustainabledevelopment(1). Paul talksoffour differentwaysof
describingnature. In fact,hecallsthemmyths.Therearethosewho believethat natureis
extremelyrobust so it cansustainall ourneedsviaa laissez-faireeconomicapproach.
Otherssaythatnatureis extremelyfragile, and assuchanearthethicwith strict moral
principlesto enablethecreationofharmonybetweenhumanbeingsandtheenvironment
maybeput in place.Yet manythink thatnatureis robustwithin limits. Theseadvocate
fora specificbodyto monitor andto manageresources.Again somecontendthatnature
is extremelyrandom,henceoneshoulddoanythingpossibleto surviveasbestasone
can.

While manypeoplebelievethatmythsarebaseless,I affirm thatmythsarereal,people
believethemandbelievein them.Theydoguideandguardworld affairs.

Oneofthe mythswhichhasalwaysbeenareality is globalization.I canevensaythat it is
aprocesswhichprecedesandsurviveseachindividualperson(thinkofthemomentyou
werethrownin theworld,whenyour fatherglobalizedto meetyourmotherandthe
interplayof localization,to saynothingoftheinterdependencemanifested.Forthe
believersthewholeprocesspointsstill to thecommunionofsaints---)
eachculture,stateandnation. Soasaneventit is notnew.

Whatseemsto benewhoweveris its acceleratedandinstantuseofInformation
Technology,whichtendsto reducealmostto zerothereality ofspaceandtime, turning
thewholeworld into ahome.

Thisphenomenonhasattracteddifferent reactions.Someasyouhavealrcady
experiencedin thecourseofyourdiscussiontakeit to bedisastrousfor it unilateralises
reality. Othershavesuggestedthat it is beneficialbecauseit enablesdifferentpeoplesto
shareexperiences.Formanytheypowerlesslyseeit asaninevitablefateassigned.Yet
for others,’youeithercling to thebandwagonofglobalizationor youperish.’

I will all alongarguelike PaulSamsonconcludedthatit is noteachoneofthese,but it is
all oftheseput together;that globalizationhasacombinationof complexfactorswhich at
times maybedisastrous,beneficialorneutral,but if atall Africa is to survive,shehasto
grudginglycling to andgrapplewith thebandwagonofglobalisationfor betteror worse.
Failureto do thiswould meanautomaticself-annihilation.I will thentry to illustratehow
‘supergluing’ canbe effected,the presumptionbeingthat ‘oneseesthesunfrom where
oneis located’,technicallyput it is to thinkglobal by actinglocal.
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THE CHALLENGE

ForDianneDumanoski(2) thechallengeis:
to manageourpervasiveglobalpresence,comingto termswith inescapable
planetarylimitsofunderstandingourselvesnot asindividuals, tribes,nationsbutas
singleglobal species.

DannNaseemullah(3) seesthechallengeto consistin howtheunderprivilegedcould
modify themselvesto makeit fit in this newglobal economicorderon thetermsofthe
rich andthepowerful.

In my opinionthetwo viewsarenot only discriminatoryin thesensethat theyarenot
balancedbut alsoin thesenseof forgettingthatreality is notsensounicobut is tension-
like. Hence,beforeweunderstandourselvesasasingleglobal species,theconditionsine
quanonis eachoneofusto first understandone’sselfasanindividual in one’s
particularities.And morepressingstill is therichandthepowerfulto askthemselves
howtheycanfit in theworld on thetermsofthepoorandthepowerless.The major
challengetherefore,accordingto meis to beableto dealwith thedialecticized
interdependencieswhichhavealwaysbeentrue,butwhich seemalwaysto escapeour
eyes.

WheredoesAfrica fall?

HOW TO FIT IN THE GLOBALIZED WORLD

Theissueofglobalizationandinterdependencepushesusbackto soul searchourselves.
Whoaretheplayersthatareinvolved in thisprocess?I muststraightforwardly saythat
thereareat leastfourcategories.One,thestagesetterswho consciouslyplanardguide
theprocess,thoseincludeworldpolicy Makerslike IMF, WTO, WORLDBANK, the
G8. Two,thefacelesscontrollerswho dictatethetechnology,to includethe
multinationals.Three,thepowerlessbutprivilegedusers,theelites.Four,the
marginalizedwho are excludedbothin ruralareasandin slums.

I thinkthat wein Africa beforewebecomeworldcitizensofwhichweautomaticallyare,
mustfirst understandourselvesasAfricans. It will bethis self-understandingthat will
give usaway forwardto dealwith ourpositiontowardsthephenomenonof
globalization. I surmisethatto cometo know thepositionof something,onedoessoby
examiningsomeofits mostsalientfeatures.In thecaseofAfrica, it is herpolitics,
culture,historyandtheeconomy.

ThenatureofAfrican Politics — It is aclientele— like (4) typeofpolitical governance
wheretheincumbentideologicallyconcentrateson tacticsandstrategiesofstayingin
power. Theissueofdevelopingthepeopleis aby theway. Thatis why military
spending,internalandexternalsecurityorgansseemto takealion’s shareof thenational
budget.Thereis a lot of suffocationofthosehavingdifferentpolitical views. I mustsay
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thatit is anAfrica which haspresidentsbutno statesmen;it hasrulersbutno governors,
it haspreachersbut no pastors,it haslearnedleadersbutno wisemen.
TheNatureof AfricanHistory — Africa hasatruepastthathasbeentormentedand
disruptedby outsideinvasionin form of slavery,colonialism,neo-colonialism....(5)

ThenatureofAfricanculture.This is well describedby MahmoodMamdani(6), and
whathesaysofSouthAfrica in my view is validly applicableto thewholecontinent.
Africa is a ‘bifurcated’ reality. “This dividedworld is inhabitedby subjectsononeside
andcitizensontheother,their life is regulatedby customarylaw ononesideandmodern
law onthe other;theirbeliefaredismissedaspaganon thissidebutbearthestatusof
religionon theother;the stylizedmomentsin theirday-todaylives areconsideredritual
onthis sideandcultureon theother; theircreativeactivity is consideredcraftson this
sideandglorified astheartsoh theother; theirverbalcommunicationis demeanedas
vernacularchatteron this sidebut elevatedaslinguisticdiscourseon theother; in sum,
theworldofthe ‘savages’barricaded,in deedasin world, from theworldofthe
‘civilised.”

I havequotedMamdaniat lengthto showhowthedevelopedworldconsidersAfrica,
howtheAfricansconsiderthemselves,andhowby implicationtowndwellersratethe
village inhabitants.

Thenatureof Africaneconomy.This is mostlygearedtowardsconsumptionandthe
productionof rawmaterialsdirect to theexportmarketoftentimeswith disastrous
environmentaleffects.

GLOBALISATION AS A QUESTIONOFRECOGNITION

Oneof thefundamentallawsofnatureis the law ofthe interconncctednessand
interrelatednessandhenceinterdependenceofall living andnon living forms.This is
very apparentamongpeoplesactivitiesothercreaturesbothorganicandinorganic.In all
these,weexperiencewhatI maytermasintraandintergenerationaldependence,the
continuitywhich leadsusyetto anothergivenreality,thatoftradition.

Theissueat stakein this processofglobalisationandinterdependenceis theawareness
thatthoughdifferentin manyaspectsandrespects,weascreaturesoftheworld sharethe
samedestiny.We arepositivelyornegativelyconnectedto eachother,sothat the
smallestthingthatonedoesminutely influencesall in awaywecannotseebutwecould
imagine.Thesamedestinyis alsoreflectedasaconditionfor thequestfor thesurvivalof
theself. And theconditionfor thesurvivaloftheself is ultimately to recognizeandto be
recognized.

Themomentthefourcategoriesoftheplayersin globalisationwill cometo fully realize
that reality, that will bethentheapexfor developedself-consciousnessandthecondition
wouldhavebeento haveemployedreasonat best.To do this, is to negateisolationandto
affirm that nohumanbeingorcountryis anislandandthateachmomentis ofequal
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necessityastheother.This is furthercorroboratedby theHegelianideathatthetrue is the
whole,which wholeis thedifferent in unity andunity in diversity.

Unfortunatelythe interactionsamongtheplayersin theprocessofglobalisationcannotbe
saidto be sane.In theglobalisedworld,divisions,prejudices,unhealthyandfatal
relationsstill dominate.In asentencetheyarecharacterizedby Master-servant
relationship.
Thedevelopedcountriescertainlythink that theyaretheMastersandthereasonsarenot
difficult to see;havetheynotgonebeyondworking for thebasicsoflife? Are notmostof
theirchildrenproperlynourishedandgo to schoolup to therequiredage?Is theaverage
life expectancynot beyondsixty years?Can’tthemajorityafford aholiday everyyear?
Aretheynot technologicallyadvanced?Doesn’ttheaveragepersonearnandlive on
beyonda dollarperday?Andaboveall do theynot enjoy long traditionsofstate
democracy?

Ontheirsidethelessdeveloped,mostAfricancountriesincludedconsiderthemselves,
andareconsideredby thedevelopedones,asservant,simplybecausetheylackalmostall
thosefeatureslisted above.Theyaredescribedashavingalmosteverythingbelow-
average-worldstandards.

Apart from sharingtheneedto recognizeandto berecognized,boththedevelopedand
lessdevelopedcountriespartakeofanotherimportantcharacteristicofwhich theyarenot
aware,andthis is IGNORANCE-notknowingwhatoneis supposedto know.

It is not truethat Masteris freewithout theservant,aswhathe/sheenjoysis gotby
meditationvia theservantwho throughhis labourtransformsthesoil andprocuresthe
benefit.At this juncture,it is notdifficult to seehowEuropeandAmerica
underdeveh)nedAfiica andcontinuesto doso.Canyou imaginetheeffectsofthe
Triangularslavetiade?Canyou recall thescrambleforAfrica andtheBerlin Conference
of 1888?Theseeventshavehadeverlastingeffects,theresultsbeingthecreationof
coloniesandthecolonialstatewith themethodsofassimilationandindirect rule.These
eventsmarkthebeginningoflooting in form ofproductionandtradewhich wasgeared
towardsthesatisfactionofhomeindustrieswhich manufacturedessentialgoodsthatwere
laterreturnedandsold atexorbitantpricesto thecolonies.Todaythetactic seemsto have
changedthoughthestrategyandtheprincipleremainsthesame.

Theservantdoesnot knowthatactually,he is themasterbecauseall thatthemaster
enjoysoriginatesfrom his sweat.Heseeshimselfin themaster.Both, however,give
wrongreasonstojustify theirpositionsof superiorityandinferiority.

My concernhereis to uncoverthetruereasonsfor therespectivesides.Whatis trueand
thatwhich is ignoredby both,is thefact thatbothcannotcomfortablysurvivewithout
mutualrecognition.Theirsis a situationoftilted interdependencewhichcannotbe
salutary,simply because,asI haveearlieron mentioned,themasterrecognizesself-hood
only in himselfandnot in theservant.This onerecognizesself-hoodin themasterand
not in himself. On a sadnote,thedialecticcontinuesasatrueprojectionofthecolonial
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mindevenamongtheleastdevelopedcountries.This is mostreflectedin the many
‘isms’; tribalism,regionalism,nepotism,clientelism,classmatism,villagism,
movementism,one-partyism,religionismwhich aremostrampantin Africa. Theseposea
threatto theunity ofthecontinentandhenceto theirdevelopment.

CONSEQUENCESOFTHE FAILED DIALECTIC

Onewould expectthataglobalisedworld whichhasbecomeahomelike a family affair,
thatit would becomemorefriendlier in all forms. Yet, therealistapproachthatKeohane
RobertandNyeJoseph(7) seemto put in secondorderwheresecurityis thedominant
concernandforce is usedasthemajorinstrument,remainedthepropellingassumptionin
manypartsofthedevelopingworld; formerYugoslavia,theGreatlakesRegion,Sierra
Leone,theHorn ofAfrica, UNITA rebellionin Angola,EastTimor, Madagascar,
WesternSahara,SPLAandKonywarsin UgandaandtheSudan,theKashimirproblem,
Israel-Palestineconflict, theAfghanistanwar,to mentionbutafew.

Againonewouldexpectopennessatits bestto reign in thenewidealisedworld,yetwe
areexperiencingall sortsofprotectionismsasseenin theintensificationofthe insistence
ofpropertyright, tighteningofVisatravelpermits,intellectualpropertyandpatent
ownership,usagerestrictionsby thesideofthedevelopedcountriesand too much
opennesswithin the less-developedcountriesin thenameofattractinginvestors.

Thefailed rather,the incompletedialecticseemsto be furtherreflectedin the
strengtheningofthealreadypowerful andalmosteffectiveregionaltradingblocks like
theEuropeancommunity,theWorld TradeOrganisation,theInternationalMonetary
Fund,TheG8 andtherevival ofsomeofthefailedones,like theEastAfrican
community,theOrganisationfor AfricanUnity for African UnionandNewpartnership
for Africa’s development(NEPAD). Thesedonot seemto augurwcll andto portraya
pictureofa truly freeglobal economy.

Worsestill, despitethemushrooming,NGOSwhich cometo actasbrakefluidsin these
blocks,the levelandthecycleofdependenceandthe intraandintergapbetweenthepoor
andtherich, (servantandmaster)peopleandcountriescontinuesto widen.

THE IDEA OFCOMPLEX INTERDEPENDENCE

Thefailure ofthedialecticofrecognitionnecessarilyendsup in conflict which in its
extremeformscharacterisescountries’relationsby theuseofmilitary forceasa policy
tool. In orderto getoutof thisdilemmain aworld whereInformationTechnologymakes
bordersporousandstatesovereigntyseeminsignificant,RobertKeohaneandJosephNyc
(8) proposedthecomplexinterdependencetheorywhichrefersto themanyintricate
transnationalconnectionsbetweenstatesandsocieties.It is thesenewinteractionswhich
haveto beunderstoodasasystemofcomplexinterdependence.Thatshouldattractthe
players’expectationsif at all theworld is to becomeatruehomefor everycreature.
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Suchasystem,accordingto KeohaneandNyeemploystheconceptofregimes,
understoodasasetof implicit andexplicit principles,norms,rulesandproceduresaround
which actors’expectationsconvergein a particularissue-area,whichmaybehuman
rights,goodgovernance,poverty,environment,justiceand charity(9).
From theproceedingparagraph,I canconcludeby sayingthat theapproachto reality of
understandingourselvesandto thereality of interandintrarelationshipin ourglobalised
interdependentworld canno longerbepurelyconfrontational,but it mustbe issue-based.
Thispointsto the factthat ourconcernbeconcentratedon transnationalcross-border
problemswhichhaveto beaddressedin aparticularsituation.This is aconvictionwhich
is anautomaticresultoftherecognitionofthefactthathoweversmall a thing is done,it
necessarilyaffectstheotherandassuchit hasto be addressedin its particularitysoasto
beableto fit in globality.Thiswayof looking at issuescertainlystandshigherchancesof
abatingglobalconfusionandfacilitatingsolidarityandcooperationamongcreatures.

REACTIONS

Ofthefour categoriesoftheplayerswho areinvolved in theprocessofglobalisation,
Africa certainlyfalls in thethird andfourth categories,thoughthemajorityofAfricans
find themselvesasmarginalisedandthusexcludedfrom theprocess.Fortheexcluded,
globalisationis like anyof theproceedingdisastrouseventsofcolonialism,imperialism
andtradein humanbeings.It is comparableto acancerouscell wherethepatientmaybe
consciouslyorunconsciouslydevouredbutremainspowerlessto stop theprocessof
emaciation.On mypart I will continueto argue,thathowevermuchtheintensityof
powerlessness,maybestill onecandosomethingandif it is not doneno oneelsewill
everdo it. This is like awormwhich knowsthatthebird is goingto eatit but it continues
to turn asif...

Thusfrom thephilosophicalpoint ofview,while PaulinHotintoudji is reportedas
appealingto membetsofAfrican culturesto risein protestagainsttheglobalisation
process,Rorty takesthewholequestionof globalisationsimplyasafashionablesham
problemwhichby implicationshouldbeneglected.Win vanBinsbergen(10)seemsto be
moremoderatewhenhesuggestscreativeresponsesin theform ofpenetrationofcultural
formsinto thedevelopedworld via issue-areaslike identity,pluralism,post-modernity...

Connectedto Win vanBinsbergen’sview ofcreativeresponses,is Ankie Hoogvelt’s(11)
ideaofhybridity asadoptedfrom A. Escobar’sEncounteringDevelopment,the making
andunmakingof thethird world, 1995. This is to beseenasatypeof superiorcultural
intelligencedueto its capacityof ‘in-betweennessandability to negotiatethedifference’.
(In my view thishybridity hastheoppositepolewhich I call Mulatority, andwhenit is
dominanttheentity lacksthecapacityof in-betweennessandtheability to negotiatethe
difference).In factHoogveltandEscobaragreethat hybridity is a ‘reconceptualisation’
ofestablishedviews,in sucha waythat traditionalculturesinsteadofbeingeliminatedby
modernity(in this caseglobalisation)survivevia their transformativeengagementof
modernity.(the local engagingtheglobal).
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Hybridity forthemarginalisedcanbe realisedthoughtheprocessofthedecolonisationof
themindorthroughwhatPauloFreirecallsconscientisation,orwhatI termas
deglocalisationofthemind,which in all respectshas:
thegoalto undoall partitioningstrategiesbetweencentreandperipheryaswell asall
other‘binarisms’ thatarethe legacyofcolonialwayofthinkingandto revealsociety
globally in theircomplexheterogeneityandcontingency.(12)

Fromtheeconomicpointofview manyscholarslike Akindele S.T, GidadoT.O and
OloapoO.R(13)whotakeglobalisationto bethefinal conquest
ofcapitalovertherestoftheworld, seeit asnotbeingbeneficialto thepeopleofAfrica.
It is becausetheysaythatglobalisationis aneworderofmarginalisationa
recolonisationin a“neo-neo-coloniallfahion”oftheAfricancontinent,theconqustof
which is put on the level of ‘absolutetruth’. Theabovescholarsadvisethattheonly way
forwardfor Africa is by genuinelyandcomittedlyto restructureandto realigne,
politically, culturally,sociologicallyandeconomicallyvia theblockageofthepathofthe
train(globalisation)by formingregionaleconomicintergration.Theseseemhoweverto
forgetthefailureofthemanyinitiatives in thisregard.

However,suchre-initiativesdonot lack.Of recenttherehasbeenthecreationofNEPAD
(Newpartnershipfor Africa’s Development),themetamorphosesoftheOAU
(OrganisationofAfrica Unity) andthereactivationoftheEAC (EastAfrican
Community)aswaysof fitting Africa in a globalisedworld. WhenonetalksoftheNew
andwhennamechangeoneunderstandsthatprobablythreewastheOld. Hence,if at all
thenewwhich pre-supposestheold is to stand,whatwentwrongin theOld mustbe
seriouslyaddressed.And I mustsaythat thatwhich persistsbetweenthetwo is the idea,
which ideamustbepropelledby Africansandfully radicatedin African’s realities.

Nkurumah’sJreamofAfrica’s unity is still far frombecomingareality. It is trueasJohn
AgyekurnKufucir told theforty headsofAfrican Statesin the37th ordinarysessionofthe
OAU (14), that ‘Unity is Africa’s greatestweaponin herstrugglefor socialandeconomic
Justice’.However,thequestionthatpersistentlycomesbackto meis who afterall is
interestedin astrongerUnifiedAfrica?Certainly,it is themarginalizedwho havebeen
completelyexcludedfromtheprocessofthesere-initiatives.If thenNkurumah’sdreamis
to becomeapalpablerealitiy,theAfricanLeadersmustbereadyto embracea newkind
ofmetanoiabasedon theethicsofseriousnessandcommitmentandsolidarity in the
senseofeachgivingoneselfto thecause.

THE SHADOW

Theacceleratedpaceof globalisationandinterdependenceis inevitable.It is like myself
andmy shadow.Often it is not possibleto distinguishmyselffrom it. Onmanyoccasions
I seemto forget it, butseveraltimesit remindsmeofour inseparabilityandourdialectic
relationship.So is globalisationandlocalisation.
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Localisationrefusesto bedevouredby globalisationandit insists to ‘think global’ and
‘to actlocal’ asthebestwayto fit in aworld that is governedby what Hinkeimmert
calledthe ‘racionalidaddellairracionalidaddominante’.

In my view to actlocal entailsto go beyondanyconcludingandnonconcluding
dialecticsasrepresentedby HegelandtheFrankfurtschoolrespectivelyandto celebrate
whatI termasthedialecticofnonconcludingnegativequestioning.This is themotor
behindtheprocessof deglocalisation.It askswhatcan I notdo andnot whatcanI do.
And thesilentansweryou getcomesnearestto localisingwhile atthesametime
globalising.

Personallythismethodhashelpedmeto cling on andto grudginglygrappleat the
Bandwagonof globalisation,in my educational,economicandpublicrelationsactivities.

Hence,I havebeenableto convincestudentswhothink thattheyarepoorandtherefore
that theycannotafford schoolfeesto attendschool.I ask:”Why do younotgo to
school?”The answeris always:”I do nothaveschoolfees.”I askagain:”Why do younot
comewith whatyouhavenot?” And manycertainlycomewith whattheydonothave
andonly laterdo theyfind outhowmuchtheyhave.I havebeenableto integrate
curriculaofsecondaryschoolandvocationalandtechnicaleducationby dialecticallyand
unconcludinglyquestioningnegativelythestatusofwhitecollar jobs.Onmany
occassionsI haveusedthesamedialeticto induceschoolschildrento planttreeson
Christmasdayaftertheyhavecut aChristmastreefor decoration.As far asthe
degradationofthesoilsareconcernedI askthosewho lament,“What don’t younot
have?”The answeris always:”moneyto buyurea.”The nextdayI find themcollecting
urine.When it comesto religionI continueto challengethosewho call themselves
religiousfor exampleby asking;”Doesn’tthefifth commandmenttell younotto steal?”
Nextmorningyou find themnot allowingto be stolenfrom As far asrelationsare
concernedyouhearpeoplewarningyouthatsuchandsuchisbad,you shouldnotgo
there.And I askwhy shouldI notgo there?Lateron youfind outthathe/sheis friendly.
I thinkthis is enoughto illustratethatby dialecticallyandunconcludinglyquestioning
negatively,wecanact locally andthis howeverlittle it maybe affectsthewholeworld in
awaywe maynotseebut wecanimagine.
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