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INTRODUCTION

| would like to beginthis sharingby borrowingaleaffrom Paul Samson’sl995 articleon
the concepobfsustainabledevelopmentl). Paul talks offour differentwaysof
describingnature. In fact, he callsthem myths.Therearethosewho believethat natures
extremelyrobustsoit cansustainall ourneedsvia a laissez-faireconomicapproach.
Otherssaythatnatureis extremelyfragile, and assuchanearthethic with strict moral
principlesto enablethe creationof harmonybetweerhumanbeingsandthe environment
may beputin place.Yet manythink thatnatureis robustwithin limits. Theseadvocate
fora specificbodyto monitor andto manageesourcesAgain somecontendhatnature
is extremelyrandom,henceone shoulddo anythingpossibleto survive asbestasone

can.

While manypeoplebelievethatmythsarebaselessl, affirm thatmythsarereal,people
believethemandbelievein them. Theydo guideandguardworld affairs.

Oneofthe mythswhich hasalwaysbeenareality is globalization.l canevensaythatit is
aprocessvhich precedesandsurviveseachndividual person(think ofthe momentyou
werethrownin the world, whenyour fatherglobalizedo meetyourmotherandthe
interplay oflocalizationo saynothingoftheinterdependencmanifested.Forthe
believerghewhole procespointsstill to the communionofsaints---)

eaclculture, stateand nation. Soasaneventit is notnew.

Whatseemgo be newhoweveris its accelerate@dndinstantuseof Information
Technology whichtendsto reducealmostto zerothereality of spaceandtime, turning
thewhole world into ahome.

This phenomenoiasattracteddifferent reactions. Someasyouhavealrcady
experiencedn the courseofyourdiscussiortakeit to bedisastroudor it unilateralises
reality. Othershavesuggestethatit is beneficialbecausét enableglifferent peopledo
shareexperiences Formanytheypowerlesslyseeit asaninevitablefateassigned.Yet
for others,’youeithercling to the bandwagorofglobalizationor youperish.’

I will all alongarguelike PaulSamsorconcludedhatit is noteaclone ofthesebputit is
all oftheseputtogetherihat globalizationhasa combinationof complexfactorswhich at
times maybedisastrouspeneficialor neutral,butif atall Africa is to survive,shehasto
grudginglycling to andgrapplewith the bandwagorofglobalisationfor betteror worse.
Failureto do thiswould meanautomaticself-annihilationl will thentry to illustrate how
‘supergluing’ canbe effected the presumptiorbeingthat ‘one seeghe sunfrom where
oneis located’ technically putit is to think global by actinglocal.



THE CHALLENGE

ForDianneDumanoski(2) the challengas:
to manageourpervasivaglobalpresencecomingto termswith inescapable
planetarylimits ofunderstandingurselvesiot asindividuals, tribes, nationsbutas
singleglobal species.
DannNaseemullah(3) seeghe challengeo consistin howthe underprivilegedcould
modify themselveso makaeit fit in this newglobal economimrderonthe termsofthe
rich andthe powerful.

In my opinionthe two viewsarenot only discriminatoryin thesensdhat theyarenot
balancedout alsoin the senseof forgettingthatreality is notsensaunicobut is tension-
like. Hencepeforewe understandurselvesasasingleglobal speciesthe conditionsine
qguanonis eacloneofusto first understanane’sselfasanindividual in one’s
particularities.And morepressinggtill is therich andthe powerfulto askthemselves
howthey canfit in theworld onthetermsofthepoorandthe powerless.The major
challengeherefore accordingo meis to beableto dealwith the dialecticized
interdependencieshich havealwaysbeentrue, butwhich seemalwaysto escapeur
eyes.

WheredoesAfrica fall?
HOW TO FIT IN THE GLOBALIZED WORLD

Theissueofglobalizationandinterdependengeushesusbackto soul searclourselves.
Who arethe playerghatareinvolved in this process?l muststraightforwardly saythat
thereareat leastfour categories.One,thestagesettersvho consciouslyplan ardguide
the processthoseincludeworld policy Makerslike IMF, WTO, WORLD BANK, the
G8. Two,thefacelesscontrollerswho dictatethetechnology.to includethe
multinationals. Threethe powerlessut privilegedusersthe elites. Four, the
marginalizedvho are excludedbothin ruralareasandin slums.

| thinkthat wein Africa beforewe becomeworld citizensofwhichweautomaticallyare,
mustfirst understanadurselvesasAfricans. It will bethis self-understandinthat will
give usaway forwardto dealwith ourpositiontowardshephenomenoiof
globalization. | surmisethatto cometo know the positionof something,one doesso by
examiningsomeofits mostsalientfeatures.In thecaseofAfrica, it is herpolitics,
culture,history andthe economy.

The natureof African Politics — It is aclientele_ like (4) type of political governance
wherethe incumbentdeologicallyconcentratesn tacticsand strategiesof stayingin
power. Theissueofdevelopingthe peopleis aby theway. Thatis why military
spendinginternal andexternalsecurityorgansseento takealion’s shareof the national
budget. Thereis a lot of suffocationofthosehavingdifferent political views. | mustsay




thatit is anAfrica which haspresidentdutno statesmenit hasrulersbutno governors,
it haspreacher$ut no pastorsit haslearnedeadersbutno wisemen.

TheNatureof African History — Africa hasatrue pastthathasbeentormentedand
disruptedby outsideinvasionin form of slavery colonialism,neo-colonialism...(5)

The natureof African culture. This is well describedy MahmoodMamdani(6), and
whathe saysof South Africa in my view is validly applicableto the whole continent.
Africais a ‘bifurcated’ reality. “This dividedworld is inhabitedoy subjectson one side
andcitizensonthe other,theirlife is regulatedoy customarylaw on onesideandmodern
law onthe other;their beliefaredismissedaspaganon this side but bearthe statusof
religiononthe other;the stylizedmomentsin theirday-todaylives areconsidereditual
onthis sideandculture ontheother;theircreativeactivity is considerearaftson this
sideandglorified asthe artsoh theother;theirverbalcommunicatioris demeaneas
vernaculachatteron this sidebut elevatedaslinguisticdiscourseon the other;in sum,
theworld ofthe ‘savagesbarricadedin deedasin world, from theworld ofthe
‘civilised.”

I havequotedviamdaniat lengthto showhowthedevelopedvorld considersifrica,
howthe Africans considethemselvesandhowby implicationtown dwellersratethe
village inhabitants.

The natureof Africaneconomy.This is mostly gearedowardsconsumptiorandthe
productionof rawmaterialgdirectto the exportmarketoftentimes with disastrous
environmentakffects.

GLOBALISATION AS A QUESTIONOFRECOGNITION

Oneof thefundamentalawsofnatureis the law ofthe interconncctednesand
interrelatednesandhencenterdependencefall living andnon living forms.Thisis
very apparenamongpeoplesactivitiesothercreaturesothorganicandinorganic.ln all
these weexperiencevhatl maytermasintraandintergenerationalependencehe
continuitywhich leadsusyetto anothemivenreality, thatoftradition.

Theissueat stakein this proces®of globalisationandinterdependencis the awareness
thatthoughdifferentin manyaspectandrespectsye ascreatureoftheworld sharethe
samedestiny.We are positivelyor negativelyconnectedo eachother,sothat the
smallestthingthatone doeaminutely influencesall in away wecannotseebutwe could
imagine.The samedestinyis alsoreflectedasa conditionfor the questfor the survival of
the self. Andthe conditionfor the survival oftheselfis ultimatelyto recognizeandto be
recognized.

The momentthe four categorieoftheplayersin globalisationwill cometo fully realize

that reality, that will bethenthe apexfor developedself-consciousnesandthe condition
would havebeento haveemployedreasonat best. To do this, is to negatesolationandto
affirm that no humanbeingor countryis anislandandthateachmomentis ofequal



necessityastheother. Thisis further corroboratedy the Hegelianideathatthetrueis the
whole, which wholeis thedifferentin unity andunity in diversity.

Unfortunatelythe interactionsamonghe playersin theprocessofglobalisationcannotbe
saidto be sane.Inthe globalisedworld, divisions, prejudices unhealthyandfatal
relationsstill dominateln asentenceheyarecharacterizedy Master-servant
relationship.

Thedevelopedtountriescertainlythink that theyarethe Mastersandthe reasonarenot
difficult to see;havethey notgonebeyondworking for thebasicsoflife? Are notmostof
theirchildrenproperlynourishedandgo to schoolupto the requiredage s theaverage
life expectancyot beyondsixty yearsCan’tthe majority afford aholiday everyyear?
Aretheynottechnologicallyadvanced®oesn’ttheaveragepersorearnandlive on
beyonda dollarperday?And aboveall do theynot enjoylong traditionsof state
democracy?

Ontheir sidethe lessdevelopedmostAfrican countriesncludedconsideithemselves,
andareconsideredy the developednesasservant simply because¢heylackalmostall
thosefeaturedisted above.Theyaredescribedashavingalmosteverythingbelow-
average-worldstandards.

Apart from sharingthe needo recognizeandto berecognizedboththe developedand
lessdevelopedountriepartakeofanotheimportantcharacteristiof which theyarenot
aware,andthis is I GNORANCE-notknowingwhatoneis supposedo know.

It is nottrue that Masteris freewithout the servantaswhathe/sheenjoysis gotby
meditatiorviathe servanivho throughhis labourtransformsthesoil andprocureshe
benefit.At thisjuncture,it is notdifficult to seehowEuropeand America
underdeveh)nedfiica andcontinuedo do so. Canyouimaginethe effectsofthe
Triangularslavetiade?Canyou recall the scramblefor Africa andthe Berlin Conference

of 1888?Theseeventshavehadeverlastingeffects the resultsbeingthe creationof
coloniesandthe colonial statewith the methodsfassimilationandindirectrule. These

eventsmarkthebeginningoflooting in form of productionandtradewhich wasgeared
towardghe satisfactionofhomeindustriesvhich manufacturedssentiaboodsthatwere
laterreturnedandsold atexorbitantpricesto the colonies.Todaythetactic seemdo have
changedhoughthe strategyandthe principle remainghe same.

The servantdoesnhot knowthatactually,heis the mastebecausall thatthe master
enjoysoriginatesfrom his sweat.Heseeshimselfin themaster Both, however,give
wrongreasonsojustify theirpositionsof superiorityandinferiority.

My concerrhereis to uncovetthetrue reason$or therespectivesides. Whatis trueand
thatwhich is ignoredby both,is the factthatbothcannotcomfortablysurvive without
mutualrecognition.Theirsis a situationoftilted interdependencehich cannotbe
salutary simply becauseas| haveearlieron mentionedthemasterecognizeself-hood
onlyin himselfandnotin the servant.This onerecognizeself-hoodin the masterand
notin himself. On a sadnote,the dialecticcontinuesasatrue projectionofthe colonial



mindevenamongthe leastdevelopedcountries.This is mostreflectedin the many
‘isms’; tribalism, regionalismnepotism clientelism,classmatismyillagism,
movementismone-partyismyeligionismwhich aremostrampanin Africa. Theseposea
threatto the unity ofthecontinentand henceo theirdevelopment.

CONSEQUENCESOFTHE FAILED DIALECTIC

Onewould expectthataglobalisedworld which hasbecomeahomelike a family affair,
thatit would becomemorefriendlier in all forms. Yet, therealistapproachhatKeohane
RobertandNye Josepl{7) seento putin secondrderwheresecurityis thedominant
concermandforceis usedasthe majorinstrumentremainedhepropellingassumptionn
manypartsofthe developingworld; formerYugoslaviathe Greatlakeskegion,Sierra
LeonetheHorn of Africa, UNITA rebellionin Angola, EasfTimor, Madagascar,
WesternSaharaSPLA andKonywarsin Ugandaandthe Sudan,the Kashimirproblem,
Israel-Palestineonflict, the Afghanistanwar,to mentionbutafew.

Againonewould expectopennesatits bestto reignin the newidealisedworld, yetwe
areexperiencingll sortsof protectionismsasseenin theintensificationofthe insistence
ofpropertyright, tighteningof Visatravel permits,intellectualpropertyandpatent
ownershipusageaestrictionsby the sideofthe developedcountriesand too much
openneswithinthe less-developedountriesn the nameofattractinginvestors.

Thefailed rather,theincompletedialecticseemdo be furtherreflectedn the
strengtheningdfthe alreadypowerful and almosteffectiveregionaltradingblocks like
the Europearcommunity the World TradeOrganisationthelnternationalMonetary
Fund, The G8 andtherevival of someofthefailed onesike the EastAfrican
community the Organisatiorior African Unity for African Union andNew partnership
for Africa’s developmenfNEPAD). Thesedo not seento augurwcll andto portraya
picture ofa truly freeglobal economy.

Worsestill, despitethemushroomingNGOSwhich cometo actasbrakefluidsin these
blocks,thelevelandthe cycleofdependencandthe intraandintergapbetweerthe poor
andtherich, (servantandmasterpeopleandcountriescontinuego widen.

THE IDEA OF COMPLEX INTERDEPENDENCE

Thefailure ofthe dialecticofrecognitiomecessarilyendsup in conflict which in its
extreme formscharacterisesountries’relationsby the useofmilitary force asa policy
tool. In orderto getout of thisdilemmain aworld wherelnformationTechnologymakes
bordersporousand statesovereigntyseeminsignificant, RobertKeohaneandJosepiNyc
(8) proposedhe complexinterdependencheorywhichrefersto the manyintricate
transnationatonnectiondetweerstatesandsocieties.It is thesenewinteractionsvhich
haveto beunderstoodasa systemofcomplexinterdependencél hatshouldattractthe
players’expectationsf atall the world is to becomeatrue homefor everycreature.



Suchasystem accordingo KeohaneandNye employstheconcepbofregimes,
understoodasasetofimplicit andexplicit principles,norms,rulesand procedurearound
which actors’expectationgonvergen a particularissue-areayhichmaybehuman
rights, good governancepoverty, environmentjusticeand charity (9).

From theproceedingparagraph] canconcludeby sayingthat the approacto reality of
understandingurselvesandto thereality ofinterandintrarelationshipin ourglobalised
interdependentorld canno longerbe purelyconfrontationalputit mustbe issue-based
This pointsto the factthat ourconcerrbe concentratedn transnationatross-border
problemswhich haveto beaddresseth a particularsituation.This is aconvictionwhich
is anautomaticresultofthe recognitionofthe factthathoweversmall athing is done, it
necessarilyaffectsthe otherandassuchit hasto be addressedh its particularityso asto
beableto fit in globality. Thiswayof looking atissuesertainlystandshigherchance®of
abatingglobal confusionandfacilitating solidarity andcooperatiormmongcreatures.

REACTIONS

Ofthe four categorie®ftheplayerswho areinvolved in theprocessofglobalisation,
Africa certainlyfallsin thethird andfourth categoriesthoughthe majority of Africans
find themselvesismarginalisecandthusexcludedfrom theprocessForthe excluded,
globalisationis like anyof the proceedinglisastrougventsofcolonialism,imperialism
andtradein humarbeings.It is comparabléo acancerougell wherethe patientmay be
conscioushorunconscioushydevouredutremaingowerles$o stop theprocessof
emaciationOn mypartl will continueto argue thathowevemuchtheintensity of
powerlessnessay be still one cando somethingandif it is not doneno oneelsewill
everdo it. Thisis like awormwhich knowsthatthe bird is goingto eatit but it continues
toturn asif...

Thusfrom the philosophicapoint of view, while PaulinHotintoudjiis reportedas
appealingo membetsfAfrican culturego risein protestagainsthe globalisation
processRorty takeshe whole questionof globalisationsimply asafashionablesham
problemwhichby implicationshouldbeneglectedWin vanBinsbergen10)seemgo be
moremoderatevhenhesuggestsreativaesponsem the form of penetratiorof cultural
formsinto the developedvorld viaissue-areabke identity,pluralism,post-modernity...

Connectedo Win vanBinsbergen’sview of creativeresponsess Ankie Hoogvelt's(11)
ideaofhybridity asadoptedrom A. Escobar’'€ncounteringdevelopmentthe making
andunmakingof thethird world, 1995. Thisis to be seemasatypeof superiorcultural
intelligencedueto its capacityof ‘in-betweennesandability to negotiatethe difference’.
(In my view this hybridity hasthe oppositepole which | call Mulatority, andwhenit is
dominantthe entity lacksthe capacityofin-betweennesandthe ability to negotiatethe
difference).In factHoogveltand Escobagrgreethat hybridity is a ‘reconceptualisation’
ofestablishedriews,in sucha waythat traditionalculturesinsteadof beingeliminatedoy
modernity(in this caseglobalisation)surviveviatheir transformativeengagemeraf
modernity.(the local engaginghe global).




Hybridity forthe marginaliseccanbe realisedthoughtheprocessofthe decolonisatiorof
the mind orthroughwhat PauloFreire callsconscientisatiomprwhatl termas
deglocalisatiomfthe mind, which in all respectdas:

thegoalto undoall partitioning strategiedbetweencentreand peripheryaswell asall
other‘binarisms’ thatarethe legacyofcolonial way ofthinking andto revealsociety
globallyin theircomplexheterogeneityandcontingency(12)

Fromthe economicpointofview manyscholardike Akindele S.T, GidadoT.O and
OloapoO.R(13)whotakeglobalisatiorto bethe final conquest

ofcapital overtherestofthe world, seeit asnotbeingbeneficialto the peopleof Africa.
It is becaus¢éhey saythaglobalisationis aneworderof marginalisatiora
recolonisationn a“neo-neo-coloniallfahiondfthe African continentthe conqustof
which is put onthelevel of ‘absolutetruth’. The abovescholaradvisethatthe only way
forwardfor Africa is by genuinelyandcomittedlyto restructureandto realigne,
politically, culturally,sociologicallyand economicallyia theblockageofthepathofthe
train(globalisation)y formingregionaleconomidntergration.Theseseemhoweverto
forgetthe failure ofthemanyinitiatives in thisregard.

However,suchre-initiativesdo not lack. Of recentherehasbeenthecreationof NEPAD
(Newpartnershigor Africa’s Development)the metamorphosesfthe OAU
(Organisatiomf Africa Unity) andthereactivatiorofthe EAC (EastAfrican
Community)aswaysof fitting Africa in a globalisedworld. Whenonetalks ofthe New
andwhennamechangeoneunderstandthatprobablythreewasthe Old. Hence|f atall
thenewwhich pre-supposdbeold is to stand,whatwentwrongin the Old mustbe
seriouslyaddressedAnd | mustsaythat thatwhich persistdetweernthetwo is theidea,
which ideamustbepropelledby Africans andfully radicatedn African’s realities.

Nkurumah’sJreamofAfrica’s unityis still far frombecomingareality. It is true asJohn

AgyekurnKufucir told the forty headsof African Statesn the ordinarysessiorofthe

OAU (14),that ‘Unity is Africa’s greatestveaponin her strugglefor socialand economic
Justice’.However the questiorthat persistentl}comesbackto meis who afterall is
interestedn astrongerUnified Africa? Certainly, it is the marginalizedvho havebeen
completelyexcludedfromthe procesoftheseae-initiatives.If thenNkurumah’sdreamis
to becomea palpablerealitiy, the African Leaderamustbereadyto embracea newkind
of metanetdasedon theethicsof seriousnesand commitmentandsolidarity in the
senseofeachgiving oneselfo the cause.

THE SHADOW

The accelerategaceof globalisationandinterdependencis inevitable.lt is like myself
andmy shadow Oftenit is not possibleto distinguishmyselffrom it. Onmanyoccasion:
| seemto forgetit, butseverakimesit remindsme of our inseparabilityandour dialectic
relationship.Sois globalisationandlocalisation.



Localisationrefuseso bedevouredby globalisationandit insists to ‘think global’ and
‘to actlocal' asthebestwayto fit in aworld thatis governedy what Hinkeimmert
calledthe ‘racionalidaddellairracionalidaddominante’.

In my view to actlocal entailsto go beyondany concludingandnonconcluding
dialecticsasrepresentetty Hegelandthe Frankfurtschoolrespectivelyandto celebrate
whatl termasthe dialectic ofnonconcludingnegativequestioningThis isthemotor
behindtheproces®f deglocalisationlt askswhatcan| notdo andnotwhatcan! do.
Andthesilentanswelyou getcomesnearesto localisingwhile atthe sameime
globalising.

Personallythismethodhashelpedmeto cling onandto grudgingly grappleatthe
Bandwagorof globalisation,in my educationaleconomicandpublicrelationsactivities.

Hence] havebeenableto convincestudentsvhothink thatthey arepoorandtherefore
thattheycannotafford schoolfeesto attendschool.| ask:”Why do younotgoto
school?"The answelis always:”| do nothaveschoolfees.”l askagain:"Why do younot
comewith whatyouhavenot?” And manycertainlycomewith whatthey do nothave
andonly laterdo theyfind outhowmuchtheyhave.l havebeenableto integrate
curriculaofsecondanschoolandvocationalandtechnicaleducatiorby dialecticallyand
unconcludinglyguestioningnegativelythe statusofwhite collarjobs. Onmany
occassions$ haveusedhe samedialeticto induceschoolschildrento planttreeson
Christmasday aftertheyhavecut aChristmadtreefor decoration As far asthe
degradatiorofthe soilsareconcerned askthosewho lament,"What don’t younot
have?"The answetis always:” moneyto buyurea.”The nextday| find them collecting
urine.Whenit comedo religion| continueto challengethosewho call themselves
religiousfor exampleby asking;”Doesn’tthefifth commandmentell younotto steal?”
Nextmorningyou find themnot allowingto be stolenfrom As far asrelationsare
concerned/ouhearpeoplewarningyouthatsuchandsuchisbad, you shouldnotgo
there.And | askwhy should notgo there?.ateron youfind outthathe/shess friendly.
| thinkthisis enoughto illustratethatby dialecticallyandunconcludinglyquestioning
negativelywe canactlocally andthis howevetlittle it may be affectsthe wholeworld in
awaywe maynotseebut we canimagine.
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